
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible, and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you have a special accommodation need, please 
contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Kathleen Cahill, 617-796-1125, via email at 
KCahill@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance of the 
meeting date. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2011 
 
7:45 PM 
Room 209 
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
#42-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting a transfer of three hundred thousand 

dollars ($300,000) from various departments’ salary accounts to supplement the 
expenditures associated with the removal of snow and ice as follows:   

  
  Account Number Department Amount 
 From: 0110301-511001 Executive .........................................$10,000 
  0110501-511001 Purchasing .......................................$15,000 
  0110601-511002 Assessing .........................................$15,000 
  0110901-511001 Human Resources ............................$35,000 
  0111103-511001  Information Technology ..................$40,000 
  0111401-511001  Planning ...........................................$25,000 
  0140103-511002  DPW-Vehicle Maint ........................$35,000 
  0140104-511002  DPW – Street Maint ........................$25,000 
  0150101-511001  Health & Human Svcs Adm ............$50,000 
  0160103-511001  Newton Free Library .......................$50,000 
 To: 0140110-513001 Snow & Ice – Overtime .................$100,000 
  0140110-5273 Snow & Ice – Rental Veh ..............$100,000 
  0140110-5532  Snow & Ice – Sand/Salt .................$100,000 
 [01/31/11 @ 5:04 PM] 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
#43-11 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that the budget for the Newton North 

High School construction project be amended by transferring from various 
miscellaneous line items and the Owners Contingency line item the sum of two 
million five hundred eight-three thousand six hundred ninety seven dollars and 
eleven cents ($2,583,697.11) to the Construction Manager at Risk line item for 
the purpose of providing funding for the estimated cost of additional abatement 
work related to the demolition phase of the project as follows:  

 
 From: Reallocation of miscellaneous accounts ........................$583,697.11 
  Owners Contingency ...................................................$2,000,000.00 
 
 To: Construction Manager at Risk ....................................$2,583,697.11 
 [02-03-11 @ 11:57 AM] 
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The Committee will meet jointly with Public Safety & Transportation to discuss the following 
item: 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
#41-11 ALD. JOHNSON, LENNON AND DANBERG requesting discussion of the 

elimination, except during snow emergencies, of the overnight parking ban which 
is in effect from November 15 through April 15.  [01/18/11 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

#196-09 ALD. MANSFIELD AND SANGIOLO requesting rescission of Sec. 19-99 (b), 
Speed humps of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Newton. [06/17/09 @ 
11:24 PM] 

  
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#196-09(2) PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE requesting to broaden 
Sec. 19-99, Speed humps of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Newton to 
cover all vertical deflection:  raised intersections, raised crosswalks and speed 
humps, regardless of dimension.  [01/20/10] 

 
#385-07  ALD. SCHNIPPER AND GENTILE updating the Public Facilities Committee on 

the progress of the Newton North High School Project.  [11/21/07 @ 10:23 AM] 
 
ITEMS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
#40-11 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion regarding the 

possibility of changes to Newton’s trash program to charge for the removal of 
white and bulky goods.  [01/21/11 @1:42 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUBLIC FACIL. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#367-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate an amount 
not to exceed five million dollars ($5,000,000) from bonded indebtedness for the 
following: 
(A) installation of up to six modular classrooms at five elementary schools as well 

as the addition of permanent classrooms and renovations to the core of F.A. 
Day Middle School.  [11/29/10 @ 3:23 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#311-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting an appropriation in the amount of three 
million three hundred thirty-five thousand dollars ($3,035,000) from bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of funding the FY 2011 Capital Improvement Plan 
projects as follows: 

  
(B) Architectural Design and Engineering/ Next Scheduled Fire Station $400,000 

A-2 - HELD 6-0 $270,000 for final design bidding and construction admin on 
12/08/10 

 [11/29/10 @ 3:23 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITES, PROG&SERV AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#312-10 ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a discussion 

with the School Committee on its plans to address space needs in the Newton 
public schools. [10-27-10 @11:07 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#311-10 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY’12-FY’16 Capital Improvement 
Program, totaling $174,246,135 pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City 
Charter and the FY’11 Supplemental Capital budget which require Board of 
Aldermen approval to finance new capital projects over the next several years.  
[10/18/10 @5:24PM] 

 
#245-10 ALD. SCHNIPPER requesting discussion with National Grid regarding the 

possible damage to trees as a result of gas leaks.  [09/01/10 4:00 PM] 
 
#244-10 ALD. SALVUCCI requesting discussion with the Utilities Director and the Public 

Works Commissioner regarding the possibility of installing second water meters 
for outside irrigation.  [08/17/10 @12:18 PM] 

 
#223-10 ALD. YATES & ALBRIGHT requesting updates on the status of the 

reconstruction of the Needham/Newton Street corridor, which include details on 
the reconstruction funding, plans for the revitalization of the area, and plans for 
the implementation of transportation improvements.  [07/15/10 @ 1:02 PM] 

 
#214-10(3) COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS, in accordance with Massachusetts 

General Law Ch. 40, Sec. 15, requesting abandonment of certain City water and 
drain utility easements located on the property at 200 – 230 Boylston Street 
(Chestnut Hill Square) as well as relocation of water and drain utilities, utility 
lines and acceptance of related water and drain utility easements.  [12-10-10 
@1:17 PM] 

 
#192-10 POST AUDIT & OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE requesting review of Section 26-

30 Licenses for café furniture on sidewalks with the Commissioner of Public 
Works and the role of the Board of License Commission. [06/22/10 @ 2:08 PM] 

 
#116-10 ALD. CROSSLEY AND HESS-MAHAN requesting discussion regarding 

status of ESCO weatherization audit focusing on building envelope 
retrofits proposed for Phase II and Phase III and coordinating those efforts 
to inform decision making on related capital expenditures. [04/13/10 @ 
7:24 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#53-10 ALD. FULLER, SCHNIPPER, CROSSLEY & BAKER requesting a Resolution 
to His Honor the Mayor requesting the implementation of new parking meter 
payment methods and/or parking meter systems to eliminate the sole use of coins.  
[02/09/10 @ 12:43 PM] 
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 (B) Resolution to His Honor the Mayor requesting the implementation of 
new parking meter payment methods and/or parking meter systems to 
eliminate the sole use of coins –HELD 7-0 on 03/03/10 

 
#22-10 ALD. YATES & DANBERG requesting a report from current and former 

members of the Design Review Committee on the treatment of the members of 
the committee relevant to the Newton North High School Project. [01/04/10 
@8:16 PM] 

 
#397-09 NSTAR ELECTRIC petitioning for a grant of location to install a new pole 

(233/4-1X on the northeasterly side of HOMER STREET opposite Grafton Street. 
(Ward 6) [11-10-09 @ 12:24 PM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight. [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
#175-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting monthly updates from the 

Department of Public Works on the Commonwealth Avenue project. [06-03-09 
@10:30 PM] 

 
#126-09 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update on the status of repairs and rental of the 

Kennard Estate. [04/17/09 @ 2:49 PM] 
 
#111-09 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND MANSFIELD requesting discussion of recent 

information (made available to the Land Use Committee) from NStar related to 
double poles, focusing on the 350 double poles waiting only for removal of wires 
or streetlights by the City of Newton. 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T, PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#60-09 ALD. SANGIOLO, GENTILE AND HARNEY requesting the installation of 
traffic islands on CONCORD STREET to be funded with the Cabot, Cabot and 
Forbes Traffic Mitigation Fund for Lower Falls (Ward 4). [02/03/09 @1:01 PM] 

 
RECOMMITTED TO FINANCE AND PUBLIC FACILITIES ON 02/17/09 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#13-09 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 

three hundred eighty-five thousand dollars ($385,000) from bonded indebtedness 
to the Public Works Department for the purpose of replacing both the salt shed 
and the Quonset hut at Crafts Street. [12/30/08 @ 5:04 PM] 

 
 REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES 
#8-09 ALD. HESS-MAHAN LINSKY, ALBRIGHT, FREEDMAN, MANSFIELD, 

JOHNSON, HARNEY & VANCE proposing an ordinance requiring that the 
installation of synthetic in-filled turf athletic fields on city-owned property shall 
use sustainable, recyclable, lead-free, non-toxic products to the maximum extent 
feasible. [12/30/08 @9:55 AM] 
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#457-08 ALD. LAPPIN AND SALVUCCI requesting discussion with NStar regarding the 
timely repair of City streetlights and the development of a standard response 
timeframe. [11/20/08 @ 12:51 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV. AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#271-08  ALD. JOHNSON proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor requesting 
that he work with the Board of Aldermen, the Parks and Recreation Department, 
and the Department of Public Works in order to determine the most effective and 
efficient way to organize the work of managing our public resources. [07/17/08 @ 
9:53 AM] 

 
#208-08  ALD. GENTILE, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI AND SCHNIPPER requesting a 

discussion on establishing a permanent Building Committee in the City of 
Newton.  [05/16/08 @11:47 AM] 

 
#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

 
54-07  ALD. SANGIOLO requesting discussion with the School Department and the 

Public Buildings Department about giving the School Department increased 
control over maintenance of school building facilities thereby allowing the School 
Department to have direct authority to deploy/hire staff to make necessary repairs 
to their school facilities.  [02/09/07 @ 1:46 PM] 

 
#224-06(2) ALD. LINSKY, ALBRIGHT & JOHNSON, BAKER & SCHNIPPER requesting 

further deliberation on the conditions set forth in the Site Plan Approval Board 
Order relating to the Newton North High School project, considering possible 
expansion and modification of the conditions. 
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#155-06(2) ALD. BLAZAR on behalf of James A. Blackburn, 105 Wood End Road, Newton 
Highlands petitioning for laying out, grading and acceptance of WOOD END 
ROAD as a public way from the intersection of Mountfort Road westerly to the 
intersection of Nantucket Road, a distance of approximately 360 feet to the width 
of 45 feet.  [05/18/10 @ 11:52 AM] 

 
#152-06 PS&T COMMITTEE requesting discussion re Road Classification Design Types 

(as outlined by the Planning and Development Department) for future use as an 
overall management tool for the City. 

 
#386-04 ALD. SANGIOLO, HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, AND DANBERG proposing an 

ordinance to require that designers selected have LEED certification and include 
high performance/life cycle analysis for all municipal construction projects in the 
City of Newton. 

 
#321-04(2) ALD. JOHNSON requesting a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 

requesting that he expeditiously as possible find funding to create traffic calming 
measures on Mill Street as requested by the Traffic Council. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV., PUB. FAC. AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#309-01 ALD. PARKER requesting increase in the income eligibility level of the 30% 
water/sewer discount for low-income senior citizens.  

 
 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 Sydra Schnipper, Chairman 
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 NEWTON CODE ONLINE - MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC § 19-173 
 

 
Chapter 19 – page 23 

 
Sec. 19-173. Parking vehicles for sale. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to park upon a street or highway any vehicle displayed for sale. (Rev. Ords. 
1973, § 13-143) 

Sec. 19-174. Parking of commercial vehicles and trailers. 
 
 (a) Parking of commercial vehicles and trailers.    
 

(1) For the purposes of this section, the following definition shall be used: 
 
 Commercial vehicle:  Any vehicle which is used in the commercial transportation of goods, wares, 

merchandise, materials or other property, or which has a commercial registration plate, and which has one 
or more of the following characteristics: 

 
a) has a carrying capacity in excess of two and one-half (2 1/2) tons; 
 
b) is more than eighteen (18) feet in length or seven (7) feet in width; 
 
c) has more than four wheels or more than two axles; 
 
d) contains more than four square feet of advertising. 

 
 Trailer:  Any vehicle or object on wheels and having no motive power of its own, but which is drawn by, 

or used in combination with, a motor vehicle. 
 

(2) It shall be unlawful year round for any commercial vehicle or trailer to be parked on any street, way, 
highway, road, parkway or private way dedicated or open to the use of the public for a period of time 
longer than two hours, provided, however, that this regulation shall not apply in the following instances: 

 
a) a commercial vehicle or trailer parked at a metered parking space; 
 
b) a commercial vehicle or trailer parked temporarily during the actual loading or unloading of materials;  
 
c) a commercial vehicle or trailer acting in an emergency; or 
 
d) a commercial vehicle or trailer parked within 500 feet of the work site of the driver of such vehicle or 

trailer.  This exemption shall not apply where the work site of the driver or owner of the vehicle or 
trailer is also the residence for the driver or owner.     

 
(3) The penalty for violation of subsection (2) of this section shall be as follows:  for the first offense, a 

warning; for the second offense, twenty-five dollars ($25.00); and for each subsequent offense, the 
vehicle or trailer shall be towed to a convenient place and the owner of the vehicle or trailer towed away 
shall be liable for the towing and storage charges, if any, within the limits set forth in section 19-226.  The 
owner of any vehicle removed or towed under the provisions of this section shall also be subject to the 
penalties provided in section 19-8 of this chapter. 

 
 (b) Other vehicles: From November 15th through April 15th, it shall be unlawful for any vehicle, other than one 
acting in an emergency, to be parked on any street, way, highway, road, parkway or private way dedicated or open to 
the use of the public for a period of time longer than one hour between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  (Rev. 
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         #196-09(2)DRAFT 

 

 

CITY OF NEWTON 

 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

ORDINANCE NO.  

 

NovemberJanuary   , 20101 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF 

NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 

1.  That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2007, as amended, be 

and are hereby further amended with respect to Chapter 19 as follows: 

 

 A.  Insert, in section 19-1, the following new definition: 

 

 “Traffic calming measures:  Physical road design elements intended to  

 reduce vehicle speeds and improve driver attentiveness.” 

 

 AB.  Insert in the catchline of section 19-29, after the word “petitions” the 

following language: 

 

  “; determination of eligibility for hearing. 

 

 BC.  Number the existing paragraph of Section 19-29 as (a), and add the 

following two new paragraphs (b) and (c): 

 

 “(b) The chairman of the traffic council shall refer all docketed petitions to 

 the department of public works for a preliminary determination of eligibility 

 for hearing in accordance with the threshold standards provided in subsection (c) 

 below.  Any petition which the department determines does not meet the 

 threshold standards shall not be added to the traffic council docket and shall be 

 ineligible for further consideration for at least one year. The petitioner and the 

 board of aldermen shall be so notified in writing by the traffic council.  Petitions 

 meeting the threshold standards shall proceed to a hearing before the traffic 

 council in accordance with the provisions of Section 19-31.   

 

 (c) Threshold standards for traffic council hearing eligibility.   

 

 (1)  Petitions for stop signs, traffic signals, and all other regulatory devices 

shall meet the minimum standards set forth in the Manual on Uniform Traffic 



Control Devices for Streets and Highways, latest edition, with amendments, as 

adopted by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 

 

 (2)  Petitions for school zones, truck exclusions, and speed limits shall 

meet the minimum standards established by the Massachusetts Department of 

Transportation; and 

 

 (3)  Petitions for traffic calming measures shall meet all of the 

 following standards: 

  

 i. traffic volume on the street is greater than 1,000 vehicles per day; 

 

 ii. measured 85th percentile speeds are equal to or greater than 9 mph 

 above the speed limit; and  

 

 iii. for vertical deflections, street classification shall be minor collector 

 or local street.” 

 

 iv. for raised crossing(s), the minimum criteria established by the City 

 crosswalk policy shall be met.  

 

 

 

 (4)  The traffic council shall hear site-specific requests, even if the above 

thresholds for hearing eligibility are not met, under one of the following 

conditions:   

 

 i.  as directed by the board of aldermen via site plan approval, special 

 permit condition, or other board action order or resolution;  

 

 ii. where a CDBG grant of other source of public funding has been 

 formally allocated to fully or partially fund a site-specific traffic calming 

 project. 

 

CD.  Delete the provisions of section 19-99 in their entirety. 

 

2.  That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2007, as amended, be 

and are hereby further amended with respect to Section 26-51 as follows: 

 

 A.  Add, after paragraph (a) the following new language: 

 

 “(b) Projects that include the addition, relocation, or removal of vertical 

 deflections in a public roadway surface constructed for the primary purpose 

 of reducing vehicle speeds.  Such devices include, but are not limited to: speed 

 humps, raised crosswalks, and raised intersections.   

 



 Prior to approval of projects under a) and b), the Board of Aldermen shall  review 

 the associated Traffic Council action and its consistency with Board policies set 

 forth in Section 19-33a; and” 

 

 B.  Renumber existing paragraph (b) to (c). 

 

     

 

Approved as to legal form and character: 

 

 

DONNALYN B. LYNCH KAHN 

City Solicitor 

 

 

 

Under Suspension of Rules 

Readings Waived and Adopted 

 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Approved:   

 

 

 

 

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON       (SGD) SETTI D. WARREN           

  City Clerk                 Mayor 
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